
Defending rivers
 – EU institutions and funds



It’s good to know the law!

Water Framework Directive – in simple terms: it is not allowed 
to take actions that lead to deterioration of the status of 
waters, unless justified by overriding public interest

Habitats and Birds Directive – in simple terms: it is not allowed 
to take actions that negatively affect protected birds and 
habitats, especially Natura2000 sites

Directives on Environmental Impact Assessments and 
Strategic Environmental Assessments

Aarhus Convention – requires public participation and access 
to justice in decisions that concern the environment



Complaints against 
projects financed by the 
European Investment 
Bank



Any person or organisation affected by an EIB-financed project 
may file a complaint

The complaint may concern the project’s impact on the 
environment or people (loss of livelihoods, involuntary 
resettlement)

http://www.eib.org/about/accountability/complaints/index.htm

Complaints against 
projects financed by the 
European Investment 
Bank



Complaints against 
projects financed by the 
European Investment 
Bank



Complaints to European 
Commission against 
violations 
of EU law



Complaints to European 
Commission against violations 
of EU law – after exhausting 
national legal avenues



Petition to the 
European 
Parliament



Petition to the 
European 
Parliament



Public consultations



EU funds
Partnership principle – decision about spending EU money 
must be taken with the participation of the public

Partnership Agreement – general document laying down 
principles and objectives of EU spending in the given country

Operational Programmes – detailed documents laying down 
principles and objectives of EU spending in the given country

Monitoring Committees – basic form of social participation in 
the spending of EU funds 



EU funds



Thank you!
Izabela.Zygmunt@bankwatch.org
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