Save our waters, close tap with
microplastics:

Maryia Suma
Center for environmental Solutions



How
microplastic
enters rivers
and oceans
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* airborne through nasal passages into the lungs

ingestion through the mouth into the stomach

' the degradation of persistent plastic into micro- and nanoplastic
particles, which facilitates their uptake by marine biota, indicate they
accumulate in the food chain;

some chemical additives and contaminants present in plastic polymers

have endocrine disrupting properties and may be harmful at extremely
low doses;

* there is a “continuous flow of ‘fresh’ plastic waste,” marking a significant
persistence in the marine ecosystem.



Microplastic have been found
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Why “bioplastics” won't
solve plastic pollution

“BIOPLASTICS"” ARE STILL PLASTICS
AND THE TERM ITSELF IS AMBIGUOUS.
THERE ARE:_X
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Bio-based plastics

)

Made partly or fully from organic matter from plants and animals,
often in combination with fossil fuels.

Bio-based plastics rely

on limited land r = l

and chemical-intensiv 4 00/0
industrial agriculture. less than

of bio-based plastics

are designed to be
biodegradable.
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Biodegradable plastics

ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL!

There are different types
of biodegradahble plastics
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INGUSTRUWALLY COMPOSTABLEY

Only if your anea has industrial
compasting infrastructure & you know
the right bin. If not, the plastic will
end up in landfill, incinerators
or the environment.

S0IL BFODEGRADRBLE?

Current uses such as covering
of crops still contribute
to plastic pollution.
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HOME COMPOSTABLEY

It can take up to 1 year per item,
and only if you hawe access to a home
ar community composter
which iz well managed.
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MARIME BIODEGRADABLE?
Mo adequate scheme to prove it.
Still impact s sealife.



Possible priorities for work on
microplastic

.. Policy-oriented measures

-to push government or industry to set voluntary measures or
standards the to phase out from microbeads

-labeling cosmetics with microplastic
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Possible priorities for
work on microplastic

3. Monitoring activities
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Public research of microplastics in water bodies of Belarus



Possible priorities for
work on microplastic

3. Monitoring activities

16,5%

of cosmetics contains
micro-plastic

Monitoring of microplastics in
cosmetics and personal care
products.

63%

decorative
cosmetics contains
microplastic

hair styling contains
microplastic
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Thank you for attention

220029 Minsk
9-317, Masherova Ave,
Minsk, Belarus,

220029.e-mail: suma@ecoidea.by
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