
 

 

First European Rivers Summit held in Sarajevo 
 

++ 250 people attend Summit to save Europe’s rivers and stop the damming ++  

Participants call upon EU and Heads of State to stop funding hydropower ++ 
 

Sarajevo, September 30th, 2018. Between September 27th and 29th, Sarajevo became the center of 

European river conservationists and dam opponents. At the first European Rivers Summit, about 250 

people from over 30 countries discussed how to stop the destruction of Europe’s rivers from 

hydropower, how to protect the last free-flowing river jewels in the long run and how to restore those 

already destroyed (a full list of topics can be found in the Summit Program).  

Participants formulated a list of demands addressed to relevant decision makers in politics and 

industry. In this declaration, Europe’s river conservationists call upon the European Commission, the 

Energy Community, international banks and national governments to stop promoting and funding 

hydropower projects as green and renewable energy source and tighten environmental criteria. These 

demands aim to help the successful implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive in order to 

bring rivers back to a good ecological state by 2027. (find the full list of demands attached) 

Today, rivers are the most threatened habitats on Earth. 81% of global freshwater wildlife populations 

have been lost - higher than in any other ecosystem. According to the European Environmental Bureau 

(EEB) European waterways are degraded to a point where they can no longer sustain functioning 

ecosystems. The main threat to river’s health is the massive expansion of hydropower, boosted by the 

green myth and funding methods such as feed-in tariffs.  In EU, 25,000 hydropower plants are 

registered, according to the EEB. This figure does not even include small hydropower plants – the actual 

figure is therefore much larger. Almost two thirds of European rivers are in a bad ecological state.  

“We have to stop the dam craze. Europe’s rivers have long paid for our energy-hungry lifestyle with their 

integrity. The last intact rivers must remain free-flowing“, says Ulrich Eichelmann, CEO of Riverwatch. 

Hydropower plants not only fundamentally destroy the biodiversity of riverine habitats but also turn a 

dynamic river into a monotonous stagnant waterbody. Moreover, hydropower is not even a carbon-

neutral source of energy as dam reservoirs are a major source of greenhouse-gas emissions. In addition, 

dams also have dire social costs. Worldwide, between 500 and 750 million people suffer from direct or 

indirect impacts of dams, 

“Hydropower is a destructive, outdated technology that, today, can be easily substituted with modern 

sources of renewable energy, such as solar power“, Natasa Crnkovic, president of the Center for 

Environment in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Fortunately, there is one region in Europe which still hosts free-flowing rivers: the Balkans. However, 

even these last jewels are under massive attack by about 2,800 projected hydropower plants. To make a 

statement against this destruction, the first European Rivers Summit was held in Sarajevo. Starting this 

year, a European Rivers Summit will be held every two years in a different region in Europe. The next 

summit will be held in Portugal in 2020. 

 

 

https://riverwatch.eu/sites/default/files/ERS%202018%20-%20Final%20Program.pdf
http://eeb.org/wp-admin/admin-ajax.php?juwpfisadmin=false&action=wpfd&task=file.download&wpfd_category_id=56&wpfd_file_id=15011&token=d4477a89a0393a6cb78f993022170c23&preview=1
http://eeb.org/work-areas/nature-agriculture/water/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer-2015/europe/hydrological-systems
https://www.eea.europa.eu/soer-2015/europe/hydrological-systems
https://balkanrivers.net/en/news/research-confirms-hydropower-not-carbon-neutral
https://balkanrivers.net/en/news/research-confirms-hydropower-not-carbon-neutral
http://www.water-alternatives.org/index.php/volume3/v3issue2/80-a3-2-3
http://www.water-alternatives.org/index.php/volume3/v3issue2/80-a3-2-3


Background information 

• The First European Rivers Summit was carried out by Riverwatch (Austria) and the Center for 

Environment (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and organized within the framework of a newly formed 

alliance of several European NGOs with the purpose to save Europe’s rivers and stop the dams. 

These organisations include Riverwatch, EuroNatur, WWF Adria, Wetlands International, and Rios 

livres (GEOTA) from Portugal.  

• Big finish of the Summit was the Concert for Balkan Rivers in the Sarajevo city centre, organized with 

in the campaign “Save the Blue Heart of Europe”. Popular musicians Rambo Amadeus (Montenegro), 

Eda Zari (Albania), Tamara Obrovac (Croatia) and Damir Imamovic (Bosnia-Herzegovina) raised 

their voices for free Balkan rivers and against the dams in front of hundreds of people.  

• Photos attached: The attached photo material can be used once in connection with this press 

release and indicating photo credits. Information about the photos:  

1. 250 people from over 30 countries attended the first European Rivers Summit in Sarajevo. © 

Luka Tomac (Art) and Flying Pangolin Film (Photo) 

2. This was the first summit of this kind. The next European Rivers Summit will be held in Portugal 

in 2020. © Luka Tomac (Art) and Flying Pangolin Film (Photo) 

3. The Neretva in Bosnia and Herzegovina is one of the last freshwater biodiversity hotspots, 

hosting 14 endangered fish species. It is threatened by dams. © A. Vorauer 

4. Stop the Dams! Participants of the Summit call upon EU and Heads of State to stop funding 

hydropower. (Photo: Mural on Idbar Dam, close to Konjic) © Dinno Kasalo 

 

 

For more information contact 

Cornelia Wieser, Campaign coordinator, Riverwatch, Austria: cornelia.wieser@riverwatch.eu, +43 650 
4544784 

 

Jelena Ivanić – local partner in BiH, Center for Environment, Bosnia and Herzegovina: 

jelena.ivanic@czzs.org, +387/65779467 

 

Anja Arning, Public Relations, EuroNatur, Germany: anja.arning@euronatur.org; +49 7732 927213 

 

 

 

 

https://balkanrivers.net/en/news/music-living-rivers-and-against-dams-%E2%80%93-hundreds-concert-balkan-rivers
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